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I know how to get things done. I’ll work
collaboratively with education partners to
ensure our schools continue to prepare all
students for success.
Gary Wong: My strong belief that every
child is valued and deserves the right to
quality public education in a safe and caring
environment regardless of their
socioeconomic standing. Guarding public
education from deteriorating into a
two-tiered system with the assistance of
public dollars as seen with health care in
some countries.
How do you see the role of the school
trustees in addressing the issues of seismic
safety, overcrowded schools, and new
school construction in the rapidly growing
areas of district?
Funding for Burnaby capital projects like
new schools or seismic upgrades comes
from the Ministry of Education. With the
acceleration of the Seismic Mitigation
Program, it is important that as Trustees,
we utilize multiple avenues to advocate and
ensure Burnaby capital projects are
prioritized and accelerated. In addition to
building a positive relationship with the
new provincial government, we have and
continue to work closely with our four

MLAs to ensure our community needs are
met.
In bargaining for a new contract, what
actions will you take to ensure that BCPSEA
and the Provincial government will reach a
fairly negotiated contract with teachers?
Burnaby Citizens Trustees fully support
teachers’ right to free and fair collective
bargaining. We share a commitment to the
wellbeing and development of students. We
believe this shared commitment is well-served
by progressive employment practices which
include competitive remuneration and
benefits, good physical and psychological
working conditions, and meaningful
professional development opportunities. In
consultation with the BTA, our advocacy to
the BCPSEA, MLAs and the Minister will
reflect this outlook.
As school trustee how will you actively
advocate for a better funded public education
system?
Transformation of Public Education is
happening rapidly at the provincial level, and
it is vital that local concerns and context are
effectively articulated to the Ministry of
Education – with direct communication,
submissions and through BCSTA - to ensure

that changes to policy and funding such as
the Funding Model Review, Special
Education Policy, and Area Standards reflect
our local need.
How can trustees ensure that the leadership
in Burnaby schools reflects the diversity of
Burnaby’s communities?
BCA, as a party, values diversity and
encourages people from all walks of life to
become members and put their names
forward for elected positions. When
candidates apply to BCA for Trustee
position, BCA carries out a robust vetting
process to ensure candidates that are
recommended to the membership for
nomination reflect our community, and
embrace values of inclusion and diversity.
The BTA recently endorsed Free Transit for
Youth an initiative to make transit
throughout Metro-Vancouver free for
students up to the age of 18. If elected, will
you support this initiative?
We support the #AllOnBoard campaign and
other efforts to make transit more affordable
and accessible for everyone.
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Teachers Know
By Leanne Sjodin
Our Burnaby School District Mission
Statement is: To prepare and support an

inclusive, caring community of learners for
the challenge of a changing tomorrow. I am

very proud of the work we do as Burnaby
educators toward this goal. I meet colleagues
every day who work diligently, despite the
challenges that come with underfunding and
a lack of resources, to care for and educate
our young people. As classroom teachers we
are experts on reading the cultural climate.
We see how our youth are doing. We know
that there is a rise of mental health concerns.
We witness the effects of poverty and
racism. We know when a sleepy eyed child
isn’t focusing because they didn’t have
breakfast or is fearful of being bullied. We
know that our schools need hot lunches and
after school supports, and that our families
need affordable homes and access to
childcare.
We also know that in order to meet our
district mission we require effective
leadership and support. We have seen this
support with our current school board
trustees. The Burnaby Citizens’ Association
(BCA) school trustees have enacted policy
ensuring that our students can receive
quality education in safe and inclusive
environments.
We know that families want educators who
are informed, supported and caring towards
children. The BCA trustees have ensured
policy that enables us to do this work. They
have been accessible and respectful towards
our union. We should elect officials most
likely to protect the provisions needed to
enable us as professionals entrusted with the
world’s most valuable resource – our young
people – to do our work unhindered.

Let’s Talk SOGI:
What School Trustees
Should Know
By Bryan Gidinski

The following is an excerpt from “Beware
the One Trick Pony: Let’s Talk About
School Trustee Elections and Anti-SOGI
Platforms”
As a trustee candidate it might be helpful
to understand that what teachers do is
LISTEN. We consult with parents. We
engage in team meetings with a diverse
representation of staff, all invested in
supporting students. We make referrals
so parents can get support from the
agencies and networks specific to their
family’s needs. We defer to experts,
including physicians, psychologists,
occupational therapists, and other
clinicians. We engage in professional
development to assist us to become more
equipped to respond to the diverse needs
within classrooms. We listen to and
observe our students and we ambitiously
take on the task of attempting to address
their unique needs. (Notice that I am not
limiting this to the needs of LGBTQ+
students).
We seek to find the best ways to support
our students with autism, with learning
difficulties, students who don’t speak the
language of instruction, students who are
refugees or new immigrants, students who
are anxious or traumatized, students with
physical impairments, students with behaviour issues, students with mental health
issues, and all other types of students who
appear in our classrooms and contribute
to the unique communities therein. What
teachers do is accept the learners that
appear before us and create classroom and
school communities that foster
comfortable, and inclusive spaces for
students to engage in learning. We are in
the industry of getting students to

understand and appreciate that they
BELONG, they are valued, they are
accepted, and they matter. Whether we are
talking about SOGI or any other aspect
of school, what we are talking about is
creating safe, inclusive environments that
empower students to learn. The most
important issue in schools is whether or not
kids feel welcomed and ready to learn when
they walk through our doors.

Read the whole article at
www.lostboysconsulting.ca

From Us and Them to We:
Mending Our Fractured Politics
By Derek Cockram
This fall British Columbia will make one of
the most important decisions in its history.
From Oct. 22 to Nov. 30 we will be voting in
a referendum to determine whether or not to
keep our current electoral system or whether
to adopt some form of Proportional Representation (PR) where the seats in the
legislature more accurately reflect the
percentage of votes cast for each party. On the
one hand, we can keep the status quo - a
system that routinely gives “majority
governments” to parties who capture 40% of
the vote, a system that forces us to vote for
parties we don’t like to avoid parties we
detest, a system where the overwhelming
majority of votes cast (all those for losing
candidates in ridings) are wasted.
On the other, we could adopt Proportional
Representation- restore majority rule and
ensure that every vote counts. We can give
ourselves more choices and create a legislature
that reflects our desires instead of our fears.
Most importantly, by adopting some form of
Proportional Representation we can put an
end to our polarized and hostile political
climate which encourages cynicism and
antagonism that divides us from one another.
Continued...
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Why Proportional
Representation
As critics of PR claim, it will doubtlessly lead
to the splintering of the existing parties and
the creation of many new ones. But just as
competition in business leads to better
products and services, expanding the free
market of ideas by including more parties in
the legislature will inevitably lead to greater
diversity of thought and opinion which in
turn should produce better informed
policy- just as it has elsewhere.
As Fairvote.ca reports, countries with
proportional systems are, on average, ahead of
countries with winner-take-all systems on
numerous measures, including:
 Lower income inequality
 Better environmental performance
 Higher voter turnout
 Higher satisfaction with democracy
 More women elected
Furthermore, the need to collaborate and
cooperate with others will create an
institutional check on the abuse of power and
corruption. Any party that seeks to govern
with impunity or attempts to enrich its own
supporters at the expense of everyone else will
soon find itself out of power. Under PR,
small parties will have an incentive to adopt
moderate policies and to work cooperatively
with other groups to increase their influence.
The end result of PR will be a more
moderate governance where parties have an
incentive to be more conciliatory and less
hostile to their opposition. When government is cooperative, the policies passed are
usually supported by parties representing a
genuine majority of voters. This means better
decision making.
We have an opportunity this November to
put an end to the divisive political climate
that has developed in British Columbia, to
ensure true majority rule and give all British
Columbians a louder voice in the legislature.
We should not squander this opportunity to
build a better BC.
(A version of this article originally appeared
in Teacher Magazine)

Burnaby Teachers Vote
“If you want to avoid a strike, you have to
vote in the October 20th municipal elections.
Successful school board candidates will be
sitting across the table from the BCTF
negotiating team in just a few months
developing our next collective agreement. It is
vital that teachers get out and support school
board candidates who understand the needs
of students and teachers and who have a
demonstrated history of support for public
education. Low voter turnout in municipal
elections means that through a concerted
collective effort, we can tip the outcome in
favour of better funding for public
education.”
-Teri Mooring, 1st VP BC Teachers'
Federation

At the recent September 18th, 2018 Staff
Representative Assembly of the Burnaby
Teachers’ Association, members carried
motions to endorse the following candidates
for the October 20th municipal election:

Mike Hurley
Mayor
(Independent)
I will stop demovictions and find affordable
housing solutions for people at all stages of
life to keep Burnaby’s families together.
I will work with our health community to
expand access to care and increase community
activity centres to meet pressures of demand.
Offering collaborative support to the
province, I would be a champion for the
expansion and rejuvenation of Burnaby
Hospital.

Suresh Bhayana
School Trustee
Burnaby Citizens’
Association
I came to Canada from India in 1975, and
made my home here in Burnaby. I graduated
as an Engineer from the Punjab University in
1974. My three children graduated from
Burnaby's public schools. I value our
accessible and universal school system. I will
work closely with staff and their

organizations, including CUPE and the
Burnaby Teachers’ Association, to support
the outstanding educational results our staff
currently deliver to students. I'm the Chair of
the Advisory Board of the Universal
Cultural Society. I sat for five years on
Burnaby Library Board and six years on Social
Issues Committees.

Bill Brassington
School Trustee
Burnaby Citizens’
Association
I am the proud parent of two Burnaby
students, and 13 years ago I decided to
become involved in their school and in my
community. I have served on the Gilmore
Community School Council for 8 years, the
last 4 years as Chairperson. I’ve also served
on many other Burnaby school district
committees, and I currently serve Burnaby
on the Sustainable City Advisory
Committee. I believe in a strong public
education system and in the power of
schools to make all students feel safe,
respected and included. As a school trustee,
I will advocate for all Burnaby students.

Larry Hayes
School Trustee
(Incumbent)
Burnaby Citizens’
Association
Burnaby has been home for all of my life. I
am a graduate of Burnaby’s amazing public
school system at the elementary, secondary
and post-secondary levels. I’ve spent over
forty years in volunteer work, public service
and community activism in youth sports, the
social services and our public education
system, where I’ve enjoyed five terms as
your elected School Trustee. For my
community work, I was awarded the Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal and in
sports, I’ve been recognized as an Honoured
Member of the Burnaby Sports Hall of
Fame and Life Member of the Burnaby
Minor Hockey Association. If re-elected I
will ensure that Burnaby teachers have the
classroom resources and technology they
need for our children to learn and thrive and
ensure that Burnaby schools are safe and
accessible for students.

Ryan Stewart
School Trustee
Burnaby Citizens’
Association

Peter Cech
School Trustee
Burnaby Citizens’
Association

One of our greatest responsibilities is to
provide our kids with a high-quality
education. As a long-time advocate for
students with unique learning needs, I have
witnessed firsthand how the Burnaby
School District responds to concerns from
parents. I currently sit on Burnaby's
Sustainable City Advisory Committee and
have also served on the Traffic Safety,
Transportation and Environment
Committees. I would bring project
management skills, a history of community
advocacy and a passion for public education
to the school board. With your support
I will work tirelessly to build on the
significant successes of our District.

Advanced voting in Burnaby: October 6, 10, 13 General election October 20, 2018

One of my earliest political acts was advocating
for music education as a student in Surrey. I
also stood up to trustees there for banning
books depicting same-sex parents. I was a
politically active student at SFU and
graduated with a BA (with Distinction) in
Political Science and Dialogue. I was a
founding director at-large of the Public
Education Network Society (PENS). I've
worked extensively for the NDP in BC and
the Yukon. I'm currently a staff representative
for the B.C. Government and Service
Employees’ Union (BCGEU). We need to:
stamp out hate to ensure all students learn in a
safe and respectful environment; ensure our
public schools continue to prepare all students
for success, which includes providing
additional supports for those who need them;
and work with the Ministry to make all schools
seismically safe.

Jen Yang Mezei
School Trustee
Burnaby Citizens’
Association
As a parent of children with complex learning
needs, I understand the challenges many
parents face navigating the education system.
As an advocate for public education, I have
seen how underfunding education has failed
families, students and educators. In my past
roles as Burnaby DPAC Chair and the BC
Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils
(BCCPAC) President, I collaborated with
teachers, administrators, trustees and parents
at the district and provincial level on
educational issues that are near to my heart
such as inclusion, equitable access to
education, curriculum, supporting diverse
school communities and how to better
support our most vulnerable learners.

Gary Wong
School Trustee
(Incumbent)
Burnaby Citizens’
Association
My wife and I raised our two children here in
Burnaby, putting down deep roots in the
community through volunteer work and civic
service.
With other BCA School Trustees, I’ve
worked to minimize the impact of
provincial government underfunding, to
ensure Burnaby schools remain open, their
quality of education is maintained and more
schools are built. Unlike other Districts we
resisted cuts to teacher librarians, music and
performing arts programs.
I’ve also taken particular interest in listening
to students to further enable safe and
supportive environments for all of Burnaby’s
next generation to reach their learning
potential. My contribution in developing
effective policies and guidelines has been
influenced by listening to the numerous and
significant voices of Burnaby parents,
teachers and other stakeholders whose main
concerns are a quality public education and
opportunities for their children

Questions for Burnaby
Coalition Candidates:
What is your main motivation in running
for a school trustee position?
Suresh Bhayana: I have 3 children who are
all graduates of our district and if I am
elected in 2018:
I will prioritize our accessible and
universal system, stand against cuts to
funding, work closely with the staff and
their organizations, and support the
outstanding educational results currently
being delivered to Burnaby students by the
staff of our schools.
Bill Brassington: I want my community to
become a Community with Burnaby’s
neighbourhood schools in the heart, and
as the hub, of this development. I am
running for a School Trustee position to
continue to build our community into an
inclusive, caring and safe place for all
students and citizens.
Peter Cech: I want to protect and build on
the rich variety of programs available to
Burnaby students. I worked with the
Board to implement the Challenge
Program, MACC classes and the BETA
mini school at Alpha. Now I want to
ensure parents will continue to have a
voice in our District.
Larry Hayes: After 16 years, I’m excited
that we have finally had year one with a
Provincial Government focussed on
providing public education. Although
successful in stopping the worst effects of
the cuts brought by our past Government,
through our unique partnership with the
City, I will help realize for Burnaby
students the benefits of that new
Provincial Government.
Jen Yang Mezei: I believe that public
education is a cornerstone of a democratic
society, and that every child should have
equitable access to education in a safe,
inclusive learning environment where they
are valued and respected. We need strong,
informed decision making that reflects our
local needs, that is fiscally sound, and
made with social conscience.
Ryan Stewart: Public education is the
great equalizer, and I want to protect and
enhance our Burnaby schools. Thanks to
my experience as an organizer, political
advisor and union representative,
Continued...

Vote and Win! After voting, take a picture of yourself at the poll and tweet #BTAVotes to enter our
draw to win Vancouver Canucks tickets.

