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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

• GM/RA 
January 12

BURNABY NORTH PICTURE BOOK  
Hello fellow teachers! 

We are so proud to announce that our students in the Access program at Burnaby North Secondary have 
published a picture book.  This book is truly special because it has been created and illustrated by diverse 
learners.  Our book started with just a lesson on rhymes, but very quickly became a purpose driven project 
with the goal of sharing the talents and abilities of our students.  We believe that this book is proof 
that creativity and technology allows diverse learners to participate in meaningful ways. 

Our book is called “1,2,3 Count with Me, a Bug Can Count if You Believe” and it was inspired by Leo, our 
student who is an expert in all things related to bugs.  During a lesson on rhymes, Leo started sharing facts 
on the Hercules beetle.  Very quickly everyone joined in and before we knew it, we had a fantastical story 
filled with adventure, discovery and imagination.  Our students have great personalities, unique strengths 
and there is always so much humor and joy.  

Once we had a story in place, we started to work on creating the illustrations.  Each page in the book was 
compiled using individual images created, drawn and colored by different students.  Kalel did most of the 
solid backgrounds and through editing, we superimposed different bugs into various vehicles, added 
different skylines and objects to create a finished page.  

At BNS Access we strive for intentional inclusion which is to place the needs of the diverse learner at the 
forefront, acknowledging their quality of life and ensuring that they are the ones who learn and most 
importantly have fun in every experience.  We hope our readers can join us in advocating for intentional 
inclusion, in living richly amongst laughter and in continuing to aspire for a better world. 

Copy of the book can be ordered from: https://bns-access.myshopify.com/ 

Join our journey and give us a follow on twitter: @BnsAccess 

Judy Chiao, Access Program, Burnaby North Secondary 

Pictured below: (left) Cover of 1, 2, 3 Count With Me, a Bug Can Count if You Believe (right)Burnaby North 
Secondary Access Students who created the picture book.  

BTA Office Hours 

8 am - 4:30 pm 

604-294-8141 

bta3@bctf.ca 
www.burnabyteachers.com
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BTA Contacts 
  

Daniel Tétrault 

President 
lp41@bctf.ca 

Heather Skuse 

First Vice-President 
lx41vp@bctf.ca 

Shanee Prasad 

First Vice-President 
lx41vp2@bctf.ca 

Holly Lloyd 

Pro-D Chair bta3@bctf.ca 

BTA Office 

604-294-8141 
bta3@bctf.ca 
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BUILDING A CULTURE OF MASK WEARING 
Wearing a mask has become an essential component of our daily lives. As we adjust to this new reality, it is 
essential we help our students do so as well. One avenue to do this is by building a culture of mask wearing 
in your school.  

Classroom strategy:  

In your classroom you may find that the section “Strategies to support students’ wearing masks in schools” 
of this document here helpful.  

School wide strategy:  

For a school wide approach, you might consider moving a motion(s) at your staff committee meeting, to 
help build a school wide culture around mask wearing. Here is motion template that you can use in your 
next staff committee meeting:  

Motion:  

That ________ school develops a plan to increase mask wearing in school for all school community 
members.  

To support such a motion your staff committee may move an additional motion to strike a subcommittee 
with the goal of constructing the plan of mask wearing.  

BTA mask wearing poster competition:  

We know that the success of community compliance in mask wearing, requires that we have students on 
board and part of the plan development. To assist teachers in getting students on board, the BTA has 
launched a competition for students, to design posters which depict and encourage mask wearing in our 
school communities. The BTA will select two elementary and two secondary submissions which will be 
provided to all schools in the district, in the form of posters. The link to the competition and details are 
here. The deadline for submission is December 4.  

We cannot wait to see all the creative submissions!

TOC CORNER 
Did you know…. 

TOCs who were at a school site on the date of a COVID exposure, should be notified by the District. TOCs 
will not be notified if they are at a school with a COVID exposure but were not there on the date of 
exposure. 

MUSIC TEACHER OUT OF HOSPITAL 
There is good news coming out of Surrey regarding music teacher Darlene Lourenco. She has been released 
from hospital after spending two weeks in ICU at Surrey memorial. She is now recovering at home. Thank 
you to everyone who has supported Darlene through her gofundme page (https://ca.gofundme.com/f/love-
for-the-lourencos) 

SHOE MEMORIAL 
Due to COVID, the 2020 Shoe Memorial has been cancelled. Every year, the BTA collects shoes for women 
and children in preparation for December 6th Canada’s National Day of Remembrance  and Action on 
Violence Against Women. These shoes are typically displayed on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery to 
honour and remember all of the women and girls whose lives have been tragically cut short. The shoes 
are then donated to those in need.  In lieu of collecting shoes, the BTA General Meeting carried a motion to 
donate $2000 to the Downtown Eastside Women's Shelter. Check out their site (https://dewc.ca/) to see 
some of the amazing work that they do in the community.  

SOCK IT TO POVERTY 
This year the BTA will be donating $2000 to the Society to End Homelessness in Burnaby. With this 
money, they will be able to purchase over 1500 pairs of socks. In addition, you can donate items directly by 
1. Calling the Society Coordinator Carol-Ann Flanagan at (778) 888-0977 to arrange a time for donation 

drop off, or 
2. Dropping off at the Southeast District Community Police Office 

Address: 7191 Arcola Way, Burnaby BC (behind Highgate) 
Phone: (604) 656-3275  

For more information, check out http://burnabyhomeless.org/donate/
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COVID LEAVE 
The increase of exposures in Burnaby schools has led to an increase in the number of teachers who are being required to self-isolate based on 
local health authorities recommendations. The District has implemented a process that would allow teachers to work from home if they meet 
the following criteria:  

• They are required to self-isolate from Fraser Health or their local health authority. 

• They have not been diagnosed with COVID 19 

• They are able to work remotely  

Here are the steps to take once you have been notified by the local health authority to self-isolate:  

If wanting to access sick leave: 

1. Book sick leave through the ADS system under the relevant COVID leave provision  

If wanting to work remotely:  

1. Contact HR (Rogene Swanson secondary, Sandra Pandolfo elementary) and the BTA office to indicate you would like to work while in 
isolation 

2. HR will contact principal to determine work that can be done remotely 

3. If no work is available at the school level, the teacher will be directed to the District At Home Learning program 

4. If no work available, or work 'runs out', the District will be requiring you to access your sick leave 

5. If number 4 occurs, make sure to contact the BTA office.  

The District maintains that every case will be dealt with on an individual basis as each teacher may have unique circumstances.
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Grade 5-7 Core French
Monthly Support and Sharing Sessions

Zoom Link
4:00 pm Wednesday  
December 9th, 2020

Meeting ID: 
890 0575 2388
Passcode:
704602
Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
89005752388?
pwd=Z2JBZndzWUNzTUt
BSy9ydEZpbmttUT09

Topics for 
December 9th

• Birthdays
• New Years
• Verb Avoir

All teachers teaching Core French are welcome to these monthly 
meetings! If you have resources you've made/used for the topics, 
bring them along to share. If you're looking for resources, don't 
reinvent the wheel... come see how others have done it! All levels 
of French knowledge are welcome; discussions will be in English.

4:00-5:00pm
Come when you can! All teachers welcome!
For more info, email: campbell_tanya@surreyschools.ca

BCATML and myPITA are Provincial Specialist Associations of the BCTF

http://www.burnabyteachers.com
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