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FRIENDLY CONVERSATIONS IN VICTORIA
NDP delegates had to wade through a sea of red to get into their convention last
weekend in Victoria. Teacher’s from around the province descended on the capital for
a special Representative Assembly and to meet with NDP delegates to share their
concerns and frustration with slow progress at the bargaining table.

BCTF President Terri Mooring talks to Keith Baldrey of Global News
BTA’s Renee Kerluke and Daniel Tétrault look on.
Wearing “RedforBCED” t-shirts, a sizable contingent of Burnaby teachers walked the
streets around the convention center and met with MLAs, NDP delegates as well as
government ministers, even Federal NDP leader Jagmeet Singh.
Teachers handed out leaflets and engaged in friendly conversation, emphasizing our
concerns about the lack of funding provided to address both the teacher shortage and
the disparity in conditions around the province.
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UPCOMING
EVENTS


BTA/CUPE
Mingler
December 19
4pm—7pm
Firefighters
(6515 Bonsor
Avenue)



GM / RA
January 21 4pm
Burnaby Central



New Teachers’
Induction
January 23 4pm
Burnaby Central
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FRIENDLY CONVERSATIONS IN VICTORIA CONTINUED...
Afterwards, at the BCTF representative assembly, BC teachers were given strong words of support
from both BC Federation of Labour President Laird Cronk and Canadian Teachers Federation
President Shelley Morse who praised the BCTF for its protracted fight to secure class size and
composition limits.

Canadian Teachers Federation President Shelley Morse shows her support for the BCTF.

BTA CONTACTS
Leanne Sjodin
President
lp41@bctf.ca

Local Representatives then returned to debating our next steps in the negotiation process, a
timeline for consultation and how best to proceed to secure a fair and reasonable contract for all
teachers.
It was a productive session and a great day. It’s always a pleasure coming together with other
Burnaby teachers and meeting colleagues from around the province. The next opportunity for
members to do so will be at the BCTF AGM, March 14th - 17th. Delegates will be nominated at the
January 21st General Meeting.

Daniel Tétrault
First Vice-President
lx41vp@bctf.ca
Heather Skuse
Second Vice-President
lx41vp2@bctf.ca
Christina Fernandes
Pro-D Chair
bta3@bctf.ca
BTA Office
604-294-8141
bta3@bctf.ca
www.burnabyteachers.com

Local Representatives debate bargaining resolutions
Submitted by Derek Cockram, Chair of BTA Political Action and Public Relations Committee.
An update of decisions from this Special RA will be provided at the next January General Meeting.
The BCTF may also put out an update on the Member's Portal in the near future. You can also call
the BTA office if you have any questions.
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#REDFORBCED—ON FRIDAYS,
WE WEAR RED
Burnaby Teachers are wearing red on Fridays to stand
together for a fair deal. This action has been used
effectively by our American colleagues in their
struggle for better working and learning conditions,
and for fair salaries.
If students ask why you are wearing red, please say
only that it is to show support for public education. It
is important that you not discuss anything about
bargaining with students. Please post your pictures on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram using the hashtag
#RedforBCED
On Right: Burnaby teachers rocking #RedforBCED in
Victoria.

BARGAINING SCHOOL VISITS
The Table Officers (with help from the EC) have almost completed school visits. Thank you for attending and taking in information
and providing important feedback. Please note that a school staff can request a meeting/visit from a table officer anytime and it does
not have to be bargaining related.

BARGAINING SURVEY
Thank you to the 500 BTA members who filled out our bargaining survey. It was very helpful to our Local Reps to the BCTF and our
Table Officers to have this valuable input. This will help inform us moving forward in future actions. We will continue to consult
with the membership throughout this bargaining process.

OPEN LETTER TO JOHN HORGAN AND ROB FLEMING
Dear Mr. Horgan and Mr. Fleming,
I write to you today as a BC public school teacher of 20 years, and educator of young children for 34. I have been a supporter,
campaign worker, financial contributor, and voter for the Provincial New Democrats my entire adult voting life.
Although I believe your government has made some excellent decisions, passed some vital pieces of legislation, and implemented
several very good actions since you’ve been elected, our critical system of public education is not one of them! I am extremely
dismayed, frustrated, and disappointed with your government’s approach to education since your mandate began! I can only assume
that neither of you have been in a BC public school classroom since you became government, for if you had, you could never have
continued the Liberal mandate in education over the last two and a half years like you have, which has devastated our students,
teachers and the system, for more than 18 years now!
In case you haven’t been already informed, I would like you to know that our British Columbia public school classrooms are in
terrible crisis! Student behavioural, academic and mental health needs have increased at least 10-fold, since I’ve been a teacher;
multitudes of typical students are falling through the cracks daily, with significant learning needs, out of control behaviors, cell
phone addiction, and so many other deep concerns that interrupt and prevent the vital learning of our children, not to mention the
neglect that we provide our designated special needs students, every day.
I would like to put you on notice, Mr. Horgan, that if your government does not immediately reverse its present (non)actions in
public education, and begin to fund the system adequately, that I will no longer be able to vote for the Provincial New Democrats in
future elections, and I will encourage all of my colleagues, and those who support public education to do the same!
I apologize for my bluntness in this letter, but I believe that the state of our public education, and its prospective future is completely
dependent on what you decide to do today. If you choose to remain on the present path you are currently on with education funding,
I fear for the future of this society, and believe strongly that if you refuse to fund education adequately, you had best be planning to
build many more mental health facilities and prisons in this province, because you’re going to need them!
Very Sincerely,
Tina Anderson
Very Concerned Burnaby Public School Teacher
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LAST CALL—SHOE MEMORIAL
Thank you to all those who have donated for the Shoe Memorial. The last opportunity to get those shoes in will be Monday
December 2nd to the BTA office. The shoes will be displayed on December 6th at the Art Gallery in honour
of commemoration of women killed as a result of violence in British Columbia.
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SOCK-IT-TO-POVERTY
Reminder to take any donation bags for Sock-it-toPoverty to the General Meeting on Tuesday November
19 or to the BTA Office by December 12.
See poster to the left for details.

BTA/CUPE MINGLER
Reminder of the BTA/CUPE Holiday Mingler, this year on
December 19, at the Firefighters Banquet and Conference
Centre (6515 Bonsor Avenue).
See poster on the right for more information.

BCTF NEW TEACHERS’
CONFERENCE 2020
Members can register for the BCTF New
Teachers’ Conference 2020 here. The
workshops selection can be explored here. In
addition to the workshops and renowned
keynote speaker, Saylesh Wesley, there will
be a panel of teachers, and a resource fair
displaying teaching material and more. This
event offers a great opportunity to network
with teachers from all over the province and
to make some new lifelong friendships. The
registration fee includes a welcoming
reception on the evening of January 24, as
well as breakfast, lunch, and refreshments
on January 25. Once you complete the
payment process you will be registered.
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HEALTH & SAFETY BULLETIN BOARD CONTEST
Do you have a health and safety bulletin board that is top notch? The BTA Health
and Safety Committee is holding a bulletin board contest. The following things need
to be included on your bulletin board.
 Names of School-Based Committee Members and Alternates
 Name(s) of First Aid Attendant
 District Committee Members
 Meeting Schedules of School/Site and District Committee meetings
 A minimum of 3 months’ Committee Meeting minutes
 Health & Safety Related Bulletins
 Employer Incident Investigations (white out names)
 School Site Inspections
Prizes will be awarded to the Health & Safety Reps who submit photos of their bulletin boards by December 15, 2019.

BCTF ADVANTAGE
The BCTF Advantage Program is your gateway to a number of benefits and offers
from cars to insurance. With 41,000 members the BCTF, as an organization, has
been able to obtain savings on various products and services for members. The BCTF
Advantage program allows your membership in the BCTF to work for you in areas
outside of your employment relationship. For most BCTF Advantage partners you
simply state that you are a BCTF member and they will apply your discount/savings
to your purchase . Please see the BCTF Advantage website for more information.

PRO-D ANNOUNCEMENTS
How Language Works
How Language Works: Success in literacy and learning is a course for educators seeking to extend their prior understandings of
language and literacy, including how to apply this knowledge in the classroom. It does this in a systematic way by providing a framework
or model for looking at how the English language works to make meaning, particularly within schooling contexts. The program has
proven to be highly successful to build the knowledge base of teachers about the structures and features of the English language.
Dates - February - April 2020 (10 sessions)
Please contact Kiran Abraham for more information (kiran.abraham@burnabyschools.ca)
SIOP
This four day training series gives you the opportunity to work alongside five other lower mainland school districts to become certified as
a SIOP lead for your school. This training will provide you with concrete strategies to support ELLs and all students in their academic
journey. Join us for four days of interactive, hands-on training that will build on your skillset as a teacher.
Dates: January 7, 15, 23, 31
Please contact Kiran Abraham for more information (kiran.abraham@burnabyschools.ca)
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