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Burnaby Teachers’ Association (BTA) Endorses NDP Candidates  

At the January 31st, 2017 General Meeting of the Burnaby Teachers' Association (BTA), members 
overwhelmingly passed a motion to endorse the following NDP candidates in the May 9th 
provincial election: 
 

 Katrina Chen (Burnaby-Lougheed) 

 Raj Chouhan (Burnaby-Edmonds)  

 Anne Kang (Burnaby-Deer Lake) 

 Janet Routledge (Burnaby North) 
  
The endorsement was informed by a number of factors, in particular the last 15 years of education 
policy under the B.C. Liberals. Currently, B.C. has the lowest per capita total expenditures for 
public schools in the entire country. The B.C Liberals illegally stripped teachers of their right to 
bargain class size and composition in 2002.  This robbed a generation of students of smaller class 
sizes and learning supports in schools. B.C. has one of the highest child poverty rates in Canada. 
This is particularly troubling considering that B.C. is the only province in Canada without a poverty 
reduction plan. Teachers find this unacceptable especially given the fact that B.C. currently has a 
1.9 billion dollar surplus.  
 
The BTA General Meeting felt the NDP candidates demonstrated a strong commitment to properly 
funding public education and promised to respect the Supreme Court ruling restoring class size 
and composition language. The NDP have also come out with a 15 dollar minimum wage proposal, 
a 10 dollar a day childcare plan and a poverty reduction plan. These are all proposals that will 
positively impact children in British Columbia. In explaining the endorsement, Frank Bonvino, BTA 
President, noted that teachers "are fed up with the provincial government" and described the 
endorsement as "a message to inform the public and mobilize our members to get more involved 
in order to put education issues at the forefront in the upcoming election”.  
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